By Helen E. Spore

he way we live, work and play is chang-

ing. Whether it’s called "smart growth,”

"new urbanism” or “traditional neigh-

borhood design,” today's most suCcess-
ful communities provide a mix of uses and an
authentic sense of place.

Today, home buyers are jostling for
urban real estate. Urban reinvestment is pay-
ing off. Older cities have become America's
hottest real estate market, and urban living is
rapidly becoming the new way of life for peo-
ple of all ages. More and more home buyers
are recognizing the value of living in down-
town areas, where they can walk to shops,
restaurants, cultural events and even to work.

According to newurbanism.org, walkabil-
ity and connectivity are basic principles of
new urbanism, and Homearama 20056 at
Broad Creek is an opportunity to experience it
A pedestrian-friendly street design, with build-
ings close to the tree-lined streets, encour-
ages community interaction and public safety.
Buildings, residences, shops and services arg

within walking distance, enabling more effi-
cient use of services and resources, and mini-
mizing the need to drive, thereby creating a
convenient, enjoyable place to live.

“I like the idea of urbanism. The close-knit
community is something I've always enjoyed,”
says Beth Gilbert of Gilbert Interiors. “"When
homes are closer together, it promotes know-
ing your neighbor a little better and getting
along with them better,” Gilbert says.

Gilhert discussed her work on
House 1, “The Elizabeth,” by Area
Builders of Tidewater Inc., with fur-
nishings from Value City Furniture
and Stein Mart. It's a three-story in-
town villa with a two-story porch. “We
decorated the townhouse as a stylized urban
villa as opposed to a regular home,” she says.
“It has a California mission style with some
straighter, cleaner lines. We wanted to sleek it
up a little bit to give it more of an urban flair®

Amy Castleberry of Interiors by Decorating
Den decorated House 12, “The Palmetto,” by
North Shore Construction Co., with furnishings
from Decorurn. She describes the home's inte-
rior design as practical and livable, "classical
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